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WEEK 27 
JOHN 13:1-35 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________	
 
Fathom Church exists to see people GO DEEPER with God. This study guide should be used the week preceding the 
sermon it supplements. It is primarily intended to be used in a Fathom Church Discipleship Group. For more 
information about Fathom Discipleship Groups please visit http://fathomchurch.org/groups/ 
	
MAIN TEXT: John 13:1-35 
OBSERVATION: What is this text saying? 

• Verse 1 states that Jesus knew his hour had come to depart from the world and return to his 
father. What does this verse say about the purpose of Jesus on earth? 

• In verses 12-14 Jesus tells his disciples that they should wash one another’s feet. What does that 
mean? 

• In verse 21 Jesus says that one of his disciples will betray him. Why does Jesus call out this 
disciple in front of everyone? 

INTERPRETATION: What does this text mean? 
• A common theme expressed here is the humility of Jesus in his act of washing the disciple’s feet. 

How is Jesus demonstrating his humility in this act? 
• Peter almost refuses to have his feet washed by Jesus but Jesus is not only demonstrating 

humility and service in this act, but by the washing Jesus is also demonstrating the washing of 
sins away completely. How do we live in a way that allows Jesus’s sacrifice to wash over us? 

• In verses 16-17 Jesus says that the servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger 
greater than the once who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.  
What specifically is Jesus telling us to do here?  

APPLICATION: How should we now live? 
• In our western culture, Christianity is not seen as a group of humble people but rather people 

who are arrogant in their beliefs and actions. Is this a perception problem or is this an issue with 
people not demonstrating humility with others? How are you able to act humbly with people 
around you and especially those with whom you may disagree or even betray you down the 
road? 

• If we are to understand the washing that Jesus performed on the disciples as symbolic of Jesus 
washing our sins away and a symbol of becoming holy, then how are we working towards 
holiness now? Is it a reflection of Jesus washing over us or of our own work? 

 


