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Week 10: Justification | Sanctification | Glorification 

[Soteriology Pt. 3]  
 

The Telos of Salvation  

Part I:  Justification 

Part II:  Sanctification  

Part III:  Glorification 

 

 

Part I:  Justification 

 

Conversion | A Working Definition 

Conversion: “The event in which an individual responds to the call of God 

with repentance and faith and receives from God regeneration and 

justification.” [Roger Olson] 

• ἐπιστρέφω [epistrepho]: “to turn back, turn around, reverse 

course” 

• The Dynamics of Conversion: Repentance (Negative) and Faith 

(Positive) 

 

Dynamics of Conversion: Repentance 

• nacham – “to pant, sigh, or groan”  

• shub – a conscious separation from sin 

• μεταμέλομαι (metamelomai) – “to experience regret or remorse”  

• μετανοέω (metanoeō) – “to reconsider, to think about a matter 

differently, to change one’s mind”  
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Dynamics of Conversion: Faith 

• am’an – “to believe, to regard as true”  

• batach – “to lean upon, to confide in” 

• πιστεύω (pisteuō) – “to believe what someone says, to trust/trust 

in someone”  

• πίστις (pistis) – faith, trust (in a statement or in a person) 

 

Justification | A Working Definition 

Justification: That divine action by which God declares sinners as 

righteous and beyond the scope of condemnation, restoring sinners to 

right relationship with himself   

• Justification is a forensic / legal term  

• Denotes an actual change in status: a new and righteous standing 

before God by grace alone (sola gratia) through faith alone (sola 
fidei)  

 

Justification | Vocabulary 

• Biblical Terms 

• sādēq — To pronounce and treat as just someone who is not 

penally liable; to accord privileges due to one who has 

conformed to the law 

• διακαιόω [dikaioo] — To declare to be just or righteous; to 

pronounce a legal judgment (of acquittal or condemnation); to 

vindicate as right or just 

• δικαίωσις — Acquittal from a crime with which one has been 

charged 
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• δικαίωμα— A judicial decision or sentence of judgment, 

either of acquittal or condemnation  

• hāšab — To count for; to reckon; to credit  

• λογίζομαι [logizomai] — To count, reckon, take into account; to 

credit, to place in one’s account 

• Imputation of Righteousness [Passive] 

• Alien Righteousness  

• Gift (Grace) vs. Reward (Merit) 

 

Justification | Key OT Texts 

Genesis 15:6: “And [Abraham] believed the Lord, and it was credited to 

him [hāšab] as righteousness.” 

 

Exodus 23:7: “Keep far from a false charge, and do not kill the innocent 

and righteous, for I will not acquit [sādēq] the wicked.” 

 

Habakkuk 2:4: “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, 

but the righteous shall live by his faith.” 

 

Justification | Key NT Texts 

Romans 3:20: “For by works of the law no human being will be justified 

[δικαιόω] in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.” 

 

Romans 4:5: “And to the one who does not work but believes in him who 

justifies [δικαιόω] the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness 

[λογίζεται ἡ πίστις αὐτοῦ εἰς δικαιοσύνην] . . .” 
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Romans 4:23–25: “But the words ‘it was counted to him’ were not 

written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be counted to us 

[λογίζομαι] who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 

who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification 

[δικαίωσις].” 

 

Justification | Luther  

“For I hated that phrase, ‘the righteousness of God’ [Rom. 1:17], which I 

had been taught to understand as the righteousness by which God is 

righteous, and punishes unrighteous sinners. Although I lived a 

blameless life as a monk, I felt I was a sinner with an uneasy conscience 

before God. I also could not believe that I had pleased him with my 

works. Far from loving that righteous God who punished sinners, I 

actually hated him. I was in desperation to know what Paul meant in this 

passage. At last, as I meditated day and night on the relation of the words 

‘the righteousness of God is revealed in it, as it is written, the righteous 

person shall live by faith,’ I began to understand that ‘righteousness of 

God’ as that by which the righteous person lives by the gift of God (faith); 

and this sentence, ‘the righteousness of God is revealed,’ to refer to a 

passive righteousness, by which the merciful God justifies us by faith . . .” 

  -Martin Luther, “Autobiographical Fragment” [1545] 
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Part II:  Sanctification  

 

Sanctification: A Working Definition 

Sanctification: “The continuing work of God in the life of believers, 

making them actually holy . . . the process by which one’s moral 

condition is brought into conformity with one’s legal status before God.” 

[Millard Erickson]  

• qados — “to separate; to cut off; to set aside for a specific 

purpose” 

• ἅγιος / ἅγιάζω — “to make holy; to consecrate” 

 

Species of Sanctification | Definitive / Accomplished Sanctification 
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Species of Sanctification | Future / Imperatival Sanctification 

 
 

Sanctification | Implications   

• Become what you are [1 Thess. 1:11; Eph. 4:1; Phil. 1:27; Col. 1:10] 

• Sanctification is not “trying harder”  

[Galatians 5:16] 

• Sanctification is already accomplished; transformation is the result 

• The end goal is likeness [συμμόρφους] to Christ [Romans 8:29] 
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Part III:  Glorification 

 

Glorification: A Working Definition 

Glorification:  The consummation of God’s salvific purposes at the 

eschaton, whereby God will restore the whole of creation and outfit 

believers with redeemed bodies fit for the new creation 

• kabod — “a display of splendor, wealth, or pomp” 

• δόξα — “magnificence, glory, splendor, fame, brilliance, 

brightness”  

 

Glorification | Key Texts 

Psalm 73:23–24: “Nevertheless, I am continually with you; you hold my 

right hand. You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will 

receive me to glory [kabod].” 

 

Romans 8:18–25: “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time 

are not worth comparing with the glory [δόξα] that is to be revealed to us. 

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of 

God. . . . the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption 

and obtain the freedom of the glory [δόξα] of the children of God.” 

 

1 Corinthians 13:12: “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to 

face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully 

known.” 
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Glorification | Key Texts 

1 Corinthians 15:26, 35–55: “So is it with the resurrection of the dead. 

What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in 

dishonor; it is raised in glory [δόξα]. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in 

power. . . . Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall 

all be changed . . .” 

 

2 Corinthians 4:17: “For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us 

an eternal weight of glory [δόξα] beyond all comparison, as we look not to 

the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things 

that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.” 

 

1 John 3:2: “Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has 

not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 

because we shall see him as he is.” 

 

Glorification | Implications   

• Jesus’ post-resurrection body is the model and basis for our glorified 

bodies  

[1 John 3:2] 

• Scars and all?  

• Continuity and discontinuity  

[John 20; Luke 24:13–32, 36–43] 

• The substance of the Christian hope  

[1 Corinthians 15:58]  

 


